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and by his address secured the support of Wolsey,
now at the height of his power. Though Henry
crossed to France and had the famous interview of
the " Field of Cloth of Gold " with the French king,
an alliance was shortly afterwards concluded with the
Emperor, by which England engaged to support him
if attacked (1520). In forming this league Henry
was actuated by a variety of motives ; he was
influenced by his relationship to the Emperor, whose
uncle by marriage he was ; by his wish to emulate
the exploits of Edward III. and Henry V. in France ;
and by his jealousy of the reputation of Francis for
knightly prowess and gallantry. In addition there
was the traditional friendship between England and
the Empire, the old rivalry between England and
France, the commercial connection with Flanders,
and the recent alliance with Spain, all of which con-
tributed to bring about the same result. And, finally,
the superior political ability of Charles, which gave
him an ascendancy over the mind of his uncle, must
not be ignored ; it enabled him to succeed not only
at this time, but even when he had openly broken
his promises and flouted Henry's wishes in the
matter of the divorce in retaining that English
alliance which was so useful to him with little break.
The value of this connection to the Emperor was,
however, negative rather than positive; it served
rather to distract the attention of Francis and divide
his forces than to provide Charles with active help,
and the military operations of the English were in no
wise commensurate with the power and reputation of
Henry. Two expeditions were, it is true, despatched